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BOEKENHOUTSKLOOF




by Liz Palmer 

	Event
	Tutored Tasting, by invitation only, of 10 South African wines by former “Diners Club Winemaker of the Year” Marc Kent. 
Marc Kent is Chief Winemaker, Cellar Master, and co-owner of
Boekenhoutskloof winery, Franschhoek, South Africa
	

	
	
	

	Date/Time
	Tuesday, June 9th 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
	

	
	
	

	Venue
	Jamie Kennedy Wine Bar, Toronto 
	

	
	
	

	Quote/s of the Day 
	“South Africa is the only place in the world where you can visit 90% of the vineyards within a three-hour drive”  Mark Kent  

“Syrah is the future of South African wine”  Mark Kent 
	

	
	
	

	The Wines
	Six referred to as syrah and four referred to as shiraz.  Syrah/ shiraz are the same variety, known as 'syrah' in France and 'shiraz' in Australia. Wine producers around the world use either name.  There is a tendency for 'shiraz' to be used more
	

	#1
	Delheim Shiraz 2005 
	

	
	
	

	#2
	Boekenhoutskloof 'Porcupine Ridge' Syrah 2008

Just released at Vintages
	

	
	
	

	#3
	Boekenhoutskloof 'The Chocolate Block' 2006

My favorite - the name comes from - the long mocha-coffee-like finish which hits you right in the back of the roof of your mouth! 
	

	
	
	

	#4
	Groenland 'Antoinette Marie' 2005
	

	
	
	

	#5
	Glen Carlou Syrah 2005
	

	
	
	

	#6
	Graham Beck 'The Ridge' Syrah 2003
	

	
	
	

	#7
	Boshendal Reserve Shiraz 2003
	

	
	
	

	#8
	Laborie 'Jean Taillefert' Shiraz 2002
	

	
	
	

	#9
	TMV 'Viktoria' Red 2005
	

	
	
	

	#10
	Boekenhoutskloof Syrah 2004
	

	
	
	

	The Food
	After the Tutored Tasting a scrumptious light lunch was served from the kitchens of Jamie Kennedy Wine Bar
	

	Marc Kent joined Boekenhoutskloof in 1994 and has since increased wine production to over 2.5 million bottles. Porcupine Ridge and Wolftrap labels have exploded internationally, and with them the reputations of Kent, and Boekenhoutskloof.  Robert Parker Jr. has named Boekenhoutskloof as the top South African winery, and It is the only South African winery to ever receive a perfect five-star overall rating.
Boekenhoutskloof, winery shot to prominence with its first Syrah in 1997; today is rated among the Cape's leading producers.
Marc Kent gave us an overview of each individual Syrah/ Shiraz; some from his beloved Boekenhoutskloof, and the others from other South African producers.  
The wines were all full of concentrated flavours, with excellent balance, and refreshing acidity. They were definitely not, as Marc Kent described, wines that "jump out of the glass, punch you in the face, and kill any meal in sight."

Marc Kent is producing 'world class' wines that combine the power and ripeness of the new world with the elegance and precision of the old.


